Immigrdnts Come to the United Stdtes

What is an Immigrant?

An immigrdnt is d personh who ledves his/her country to move to d hew
country. We study the wadves, or times, when immigrdnts cdme over.

Earliest Immigrants

The first explorers dnd settlers cdme to North Americd in the 1500s. Mostly
from Spdin, they came to Mexico, the Southwest redion, dnd what is now Florida.

First Wave 1700-1775

In the 1600s, immigrants from England came to dred thdat becdme the 13
colonies. At the sdme time, the dred west of the I3 colonies wds visited by French
explorers. Some of them settled in thdt dred.

Immigration to the I3 colonies incredsed dfter 1700. A wadve of 450,000
Immigrdnts cdme mostly from Germadny, Ireldnd, dnd Scotland. A few others cdme
from Itdly, Poland, Portuddl, Sweden, Wadles, Denmdrk, Finldnd, and the Ukrdine.
Settlements in Spdnish dnd French ldnds did not grow ds quickly. The redson most
people cdme to the I3 colonies from Europe wds becduse they wdnted fdrmldnd.

The chdnce to own ldnd drew mdny people to Americd, but it wds hot the ohly
redson. Others left their homes seeking religious freedom. Still others wdnted
ddventure or riches in d hew country. Some Europedhs cdme ds indentured servdnts.
This mednt that they needed to work for d mdster for d certdin humber of yedrs
before being set free.

Second Wave 1325 — 1380

Almost 7.5 million immigrdnts entered the United States during this second
wadve. The mdjority cdme from horthern dnd western Europe. The ldrgest groups
cdme from Ireldnd dnd Germdny. Ireland wads struck by d potdto crop fdilure in the
mid-1800’s. Potdtoes were the mdin food in Ireldnd. Without potdtoes, mdhy people
were very hungry dnd hdd hothing else to edt. Those who could escdpe Ireldnd left
for Americad.




People in Germdny were fdcing terrible times becduse of mdhy conflicts dnd
revolutions. Mdny Germdns cdme to Americd seeking d sdfer pldce to live dnd work.

A smdller pdrt of this wdve included Chinese immigrdnts. Mdny Chinese mdde
the trip to Cdlifornia dfter dgold was discovered in 1848. Some hoped to strike it rich,
then return home. Others stdyed dnd send for their families to join them. Mdny dlso
worked on the rdilrodd.

Third Wave 1381 — 1920

The third wdve of immigrdtion brought people from dlmost every pdrt of the
world. From 1881 to 1920, more thdn 23 million people drrived dt immigrdtion ports,
such ds Ellis Island in New York. These immigrdnts included Norwedidhs dnd Swedes.
For the first time, though, millions of people from edstern dnd southern Europedn
cdme to the United Stdtes, including Poles, Czechs, Hungddridns, Greeks dnd some
[tdlidns. Some cdme to escdpe poverty dnd others to prdctice their religions freely.
Some other immigrdnts cdme becduse their hdtive countries were too crowded.
Others were unemployed, which medns they did not hdve jobs.

The fourth wave 1965 — present

The fourth wave of immigrdtion to the United Stdtes stdrted in the 1960’s dnd
continues toddy. This wadve consists of people from Mexico, the Philippines, Hdit],
Chind, dnd the Dominicdh Republic, Indid, Viethdm, Jdmdicd, Cubd, dnd South Kored.
Mdny of these immigrdnts dre people trying to escdpe wdr dnd poverty. These
people come to the United Stdtes hoping to find jobs, det dh educdtion, dnd live in
sdf'er community.
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Informadtion taken from Mdsterind Ohio's Grade 5 Socidl Studies Achievement Test (2006). Graphics courtesy of Ddncing Crdyons




